HODSOCK PARISH COUNCIL

The Village Hall, Markham Road, Langold, S81 9SW


Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 10th September 2019 at 4.30pm

Held in the Committee room Langold Village Hall
Present: - Clerk A Lilley, Cllr M Merrills, Cllr M Nicolson, Cllr K Walker, Cllr G Freeman, Cllr J Wilkinson, Cllr S Featherstone, Cllr J Mclune, Cllr D Hamilton

A) Police Report –  The police did not attend but sent a report In for A Lilley to read out
B) Parishioners Question Time – none present
C) LVHMC, Mrs. M Merrills, report – Mrs Merrills gave a brief overview of events in the hall. She reported that the committee had commissioned a few pictures of local buildings to be placed in the hall; she went onto report that they had a new regular booking from ‘music bus’ which was doing well.
D) Cllr. Freeman, BDC, report – nothing to report
E) Cllr. S. Place, NCC, report – did not attend the meeting
6.30 MAIN MEETING
091901 Attendance and apologies for absence – all present
091902 Declarations of Interest. – to be declared as and when one arises
091903 Minutes of previous meetings passed as a true record. Meeting and any sub committees. – the minutes were proposed by Cllr J McClune and seconded by Cllr K Walker -  Cllr M Merrills duly signed them.
091904 Matters arising from minutes  - none arising
091905 Any nominations and applications for Hodsock/ Langold – A Lilley read out two applications, she is to check how many vacancies we have and invite both to attend the next meeting.
091906 Neighbourhood plan - public consultation ended – next steps – Luke Brown was unable to attend the meeting but asked that the council work on a forward for the plan, try and get more responses and draw up an environmental report which Luke will help with.
091907 Planning applications  - none
091908 Planning Decisions – the council asked if planning could be contacted re the micro brewery that was to open on Doncaster Rd. They would like to know the licensing conditions of the new set up as it was thought that they intended on operating a café too. It was also noted that whilst works were being carried out that the CCTV on the front of the premises was not working.
091909 Cemetery items from cemetery meeting and any other items :-

a) Probation work on going – complaints had been received over inappropriate and intimidating behaviour last Weekend, Clerk A Lilley reported this problem and the gang is to be taken off working on the project. Other than the recent problems the gangs seem to be working quite well. 
b) Memorial applications – none received
c) G Freeman asked if bulbs could be planted in the cemetery, G Freeman proposed, J McClune seconded this and all were in favour.

0919010 Reports from councillors:  -
a)  The Councillors as a whole wanted it minuting that they had been subject to vexatious attacks and unfounded allegations over the course of the last few months from a couple of parishioners. These attacks/allegations have caused severe upset and stress to the voluntary parish councillors and the clerk to the council. Due to these allegations the council had no option but to seek legal advice and to put a vexatious policy in place. Having to seek legal advice and extra work time for the clerk has meant public money has had to be spent defending the allegations which the council feel should be minuted so that the wider community are aware. All expenditure items will be shown in the annual accounts at the end of the current financial year. 
b) The council discussed amendments they required to the vexatious policy which were unanimously agreed.

c) The council asked that the Clerk contact highways over the weeds in the roads and parking on Doncaster Rd blocking driveways and reducing visibility whilst parishioners manoeuvre out of their drives.
d) The council asked that Chief superintendant N Bellamy is invited to a future meeting to discuss the lack of policing in the area.

e) The council asked the clerk to enquire as to how Private residence parking can be installed on Doncaster Rd.

.
0919011 Village Matters –
0919012 Youth Issues – The main issue in the village at present is youngsters riding around on Mopeds without helmets at great speed. Clerk to report.
 Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 it is resolved that, because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press leave the meeting during consideration of the following items:

0919013 Finance & Office Matters

a) Finance report. – A Lilley gave an overview of the bank balance and cheques issued over the last two months (no meeting in August)
b) A Lilley stated that the books had been signed off by PKF Littlejohn with the only recommendation that the council record when they review their risk management systems. The notice of conclusion of audit is o be posted next week.

c) Councillors reported that a parishioner and their McKenzie friend attended the village hall to ‘Inspect’ the books in August, The parishioners sent a recording of this inspection to PKF Littlejohn however PKF Little john found the accounts to be acceptable and found no reason to look into the matter further.
0919014 Correspondence received :-
a) A Legate request for info following inspection of books  

b) NCC – Local improvement scheme award - the council have been awarded half of the money they requested t finish of the paths in the cemetery.
c) Winter service - the council wish the clerk to order the five free bags of salt.
0919015 Cheques for signing-signed
a) 104119 – Rent a cut – cemetery maint. & inter - £834.40 – signed
b) 104120 – Reprotec – photocopies - £14.11 – signed
c) 104121 – LAB Planning services - £150.00 – signed
d) 104122 -  Carlton Youth Centre - £100.00 – signed
e) 104123 – Foys Solicitors - £600.00 – signed
f) 104124 – Rent a cut – cemetery maint. - £402.40 – signed
g) 104125 – M G Oates – tree removal - £276.00 – signed
h) 104126 - Reprotec – photocopies - £15.66 – accepted and signed
i) 104127 -  BDC – printing costs - £64.26 – accepted and signed
j) 104128 – LVHMC – grant - £6400 – accepted and signed
k) 104129 -  PKF Littlejohn – audit fee - £1200.00 accepted and signed
Meeting closed 18.20pm

Signed as a true record ______________________________
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