HODSOCK PARISH COUNCIL
The Village Hall, Markham Road, Langold, S81 9SW
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 12th March 2024 at 5.00pm

Present: - Clerk A Lilley, Cllr M Merrills, Cllr J Bowker, Cllr G Coe, Cllr G Freeman, Cllr S Walker, Cllr D Hamilton (left the meeting at 5.55pm),  Cllr F Batey, Cllr V Stanniland, Cllr J Wilkinson,

Apologies: Cllr D Jackson,

A) Police Report – The report is to be e mailed around the councillors
B) Parishioners Question Time – none present
C) LVHMC, Mrs. K Walker, report –Mrs Walker had received a quote for the new heating system and another is to be sought. She reported all events up to Christmas were now booked in. She noted that the fascia on the hall needed looking at as bits seemed to be falling off. As this is building works the council agreed to receive quotes for the works.
D) Cllr. Freeman, BDC, report – nothing to report
E) Cllr. S. Place, NCC, report -  did not attend – nothing to report


5.00 MAIN MEETING
240301 [bookmark: _GoBack]Attendance and apologies for absence – As per above
240302 Declarations of Interest. -  To be declared as and when one arises.
240303 Minutes of previous meetings passed as a true record.  -  the minutes were proposed by Cllr V Stanniland and seconded by Cllr J Bowker – Chair Cllr M Merrills duly signed them.
240304 Matters arising from minutes – none
240305 Any nominations and applications for Hodsock/ Langold – none as full
240306 Planning applications –
a)  24/00207/HSE – Proposed single storey rear extension – 56 Riddell Avenue – no comments
b) 24/00125/HSE – Proposed Demolition of Rear Conservatory and Erection of Single Storey extension to create a Sun Room and Single storey front extension to create a porch – 9 Chestnut Rd Langold - no comments
240307 Planning Decisions – none
240308 Cemetery items -  :-
a)  G Coe reported that the grass had had its first cut and that he’d cleared the soakaway. He asked that new signs be put up regarding slippery surfaces and no dogs allowed except guide dogs. A quote had been sent round regarding the lock up but more were to be sought as the size needed is approx. 9ft by 9ft. Clerk A Lilley to request quotes.
b) A Lilley noted that the tender for the cemetery maintenance was live on the website and had been published in the local press.
240309 Reports from councillors:  - 
a) The question was raised as to whether our Neighbourhood plan should be reviewed. Clerk A Lilley to get a quote from a consultant. 
b) It was reported that the A60 outside the Gleeson development needed clearing – highways to be contacted. 
c) D Hamilton stated he’d been approached by a parishioner to ask if the Parish Council were aware that the allotments had recently doubled the rent and that there were rumours of land being sold off. The Parish councillors were informed that this was a private matter as the allotments are privately owned and that councillors should be encouraged to attend the allotments AGM to ask questions there.
d) Cllr F Batey asked why she had been asked to prove that she hadn’t been in contact with a solicitor portraying herself as ‘working on behalf of the parish council’. Clerk A Lilley replied stating that this had been investigated and as there was no case to answer then no action had been taken. 
e) Cllr D Hamilton asked if the council had an Harassment policy – Cllr J Bowker directed him to the council website.
f) Clerk A Lilley will resend out the Code of Conduct to all Councillors to remind them of their duties
2403010 Village Matters – 
a) Update on meeting with Parks & Open spaces - Cllrs reported back following the meeting held on 5th March. Things of note were Green flag status has been applied for, all is set for the water park to be turned on In May and the new Pods should be in situe by then. The Parish Council had been asked if they would be in agreement for 106 monies to be spent on accessible paly equipment in Langold Country Park. All councillors were in favour of this.
b) H Bar proposal discussion -  S Place – didn’t attend – A Lilley has sent an e mail requesting clarification but the council were in full agreement to pay for an H Bar between one stop and the legion if this meant access to the cottages behind would be kept clear.
c) Doctors Surgery – V Stanniland - Cllr V Stanniland reported that she was having trouble getting an appointment. Clerk A Lilley stated that she could only send a letter of compliant if this was a Parish wide problem. As the Clerk had not received any other complaints recently no action could be taken.
d) 100 years celebration - Cllr S Walker gave an update, all was going well with the committee working hard. The next meeting is set for 16/4/24 where the proposals put forward will be discussed. Cllr Walker said there had already been a fishing match set up and a fun run to help raise funds.
e) Street Trading Consultation -  no comments
f) Electoral review – S Walker -  S Walker gave an overview of the presentation and it was agreed that  A Lilley would send a comment in regarding the incorrect estimation of numbers of electorate by 2030 and our need for more than one councillor
g) Use of old Doctors House – G Coe -  Cllr G Coe asked what the house was used for now and who lived there -  the council stated it was assisted living
h) Report of Old hotel residents kicking wreaths -  G Coe -  Cllr G Coe had been informed by a parishioner that a resident of the Old Hotel had been seen kicking the wreaths at the cenotaph. As this was hearsay and not reported to the police it was felt that no action could be taken.
i) Access gate locked behind Chemist – G Coe – This was an ongoing issue and Cllr J Wilkinson agreed to take photos so the issue could be understood more clearly.

2403011 Youth Issues – Cllr D Hamilton reported that the Youth Bus was s back in the village on a Friday between 6 and 8pm
 Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 it is resolved that, because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press leave the meeting during consideration of the following items:


2403012 Finance & Office Matters
a) Finance report. – A Lilley gave an overview of income and expenditure, it was suggested that another £10k be put in reserve for cemetery pathways so that a total ring fenced amount of £20k was available.
b) Jan & Feb bank recs and payments made. -  these were accepted as a  true record
c) CIL Monies allocation – S Walker proposal received – M Merrills proposal received. -  suggestions were made including updating facilities in the village hall committee room to allow a ‘resource’ centre to be run again, and monies to be used to upgrade the heating system and mend the fascia’s.
d) Review Risks management. – all councillors agreed that the risk management was up to date,

2403013 Correspondence received :-	documents e mailed as received 


Meeting closed 18:50pm
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